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5 NOVEMBER  2023  
 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A)

Parish Office: 94 Archer St, 
Chatswood NSW 2067

(02) 9410 9000  |  Emergency: 0473 046 906  |  
PO Box 1446 Chatswood, NSW 2057 

They do not practise what they preach.
This Sunday's Gospel - Matthew 23:1-12

A very warm welcome to you, especially to anyone
new and visiting our parish. It is good to have you with
us! If you have any questions or would like to know
more about our community at Our Lady of Dolours
please contact us at 02 9410 9000 or email us at
chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au - we would love
to hear from you. 

This weekend is your last chance to register yourself
and your family for our Parish in Council on November
18! If you can’t register online, fill out a form on the
tables at the back of the church.

Grab some great Christmas sale items from the
Giftshop out on the Forecourt until 2pm on Sunday! 

Christmas is just around the corner, and the Filipino
community have invited everyone to join the launch
of the Novena Masses! Register now to be a part of
this wonderful occasion.

Thank you very much to everyone who donated to the
Food Drive for the Jesuit Refugee Social Service! Your
kindness is going a long way to helping those in our
community who need a little help. Read more inside
from Jo who organised this.

Enjoy the pictures from the youth group’s HolyWins
party - the costumes were wonderful! And yes, that is
Fr Marek as an angel (St Michael) and yes it may be
the inspiration for our next caption competition.

For any inclusions to next week's bulletin, please e-
mail your content to Olivia at
Olivia.Lee@bbcatholic.org.au by close of business on
Wednesday. 

GLAD YOU'RE HERE
Welcome
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FROM FR DAVID

a. Effective Monday 6 November, we have a new Parish Receptionist. This is Diana Tinambun. Diana will be with us
Monday – Friday 9am- 5pm. Diana will be known to a number of us, having been a part of our parish for a number
of years, until relatively recently. Diana comes to us from an accounting and finance background with roles within
Fund Accountings and Risk and Control. Her last role was a Fund Accounting Team Leader in Colonial First State, a
superannuation company. Now she seeks a change in career, inspired by her Catholic faith and her sense of
mission, and we very much look forward to her contribution.

b. Also effective Monday 6 November, Chloe Aylward assumes a new position as Parish Projects Officer. This is a
three day a week position, Monday – Wednesday, with Wednesday working from home. In this role Chloe will have
responsibility for our Parish Planned Giving Program, our database, Sacramental Registers and their administration,
Safeguarding Compliance and support for our Parish-in-Council. Chloe has been a great asset to us over the last
several months in her capacity in our front office, but is not able to continue with us full-time. Thankfully, however,
she remains an important member of our team.

c. On Tuesday 7 November, Mona Saouma takes up a new position in our team as Pastoral Support Worker. This is a
three day a week position, Tuesday- Thursday 9am -5pm. Mona will continue to provide her invaluable assistance
to Angela Hague in Children’s Ministry but now also broaden her assistance to Families, including playgroup
activities and Seniors Ministry.

d. From Monday 13 November, we will also have the services of a Parish Accountant, Ilona Dudek. Ilona will be
engaged as an Independent Contractor to work with Amelia, our Book-keeper, to supervise monthly financial
reports, publish Quarterly Financial Reports and assist us with high level financial administration. Ilona is well versed
in parishes, being also currently engaged with Lower North Shore Parish and the Parish of French’s Forest. Ilona grew
up in our own parish and her mother attends our Spanish Masses.

Last Sunday, I visited the North Shore Temple Emmanuel in Chatswood and spent time with Rabbi Nicole Roberts
and Rabbi Moshe Givental. I was deeply impressed by their sensitivity and vision. In the midst of such dreadful
conflict it was important and significant to reach out and to make new friendships. We are deeply conscious of the
suffering in the Middle East: we hold both the suffering of people in Israel deeply traumatised by events of 7 October
and the suffering of people in Gaza who are victim to such struggles for power. We hold every person who is
suffering equal in our hearts and prayers. We are also very conscious of the rise of anti-Semitism in societies
around the world, including in Australia that makes our Jewish friends deeply fearful. Anti-Semitism can never be
the response to our concern for the people of Gaza. We must condemn every form of it and seek always the path
of friendship. In so doing. It has been a grace over these months to develop friendships now with both our Buddhist
and Jewish brothers and sisters in Chatswood and we look forward, when the time and opportunity is right, to grow
our new found relationships. In so doing we bring the light of Christ to our city which is always a light that brings
peace and fraternity.

This weekend I am in Canberra, honoured to be joining Stephen and Carla Gageler and their family for Stephen’s
installation as Chief Justice of Australia in the High Court on Monday 6 November. Again, we congratulate Stephen
on this most eminent appointment and wish him and Carla and their family our prayerful best wishes on this
important occasion.

Dear friends,

We are fast approaching our second Session of Parish in Council on Saturday 18
November. Everyone is welcome, including all those who may live beyond the
territory of our parish but who affiliate with us, and those who were present at our first
session on 26 August. Returning to the second session will not take the place of
anyone! Registrations are essential, however. And these will close in the coming days
to enable us to finalise our planning. This time, too, we will be joined by some
observers from neighbouring parishes as the concept of Parish-in-Council becomes
more widely known. Do please register as soon as possible this week!

With pleasure I also share with you some changes to our parish team which brings to
completion the re-configuration of our parish team that we have had in place for
most of this year:

Fr David Ranson
PP VG

Parish Priest



IN OUR PRAYERS WE REMEMBER:
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May you see God's light on the path ahead
When the road you walk is dark.

May you always hear,
Even in your hour of sorrow,

The gentle singing of the lark.
When times are hard may hardness

Never turn your heart to stone,
May you always remember

when the shadows fall,
You do not walk alone.

Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.

Our loved ones who have recently passed away: 
Peter Dwyer; Teresita Ortiga (mother of Joan Pitman and Jean Brady);
Hector Naupari Belupu (brother of Dora Shipley); Warren Edward Farr; Nikola
Miroševic; Aldrick Mitchell Habal Espinosa; Francis Ta; Tina Robinson; Julio
Maynes.

Our loved ones who are sick:
John O’Brien, Giselle Clark; Gerard De Leon; Carlos De Leon; Iris Wickert
(sister of Chrystal De Croos); Mary Kin-Soon Ng (mother of Elizabeth
Chung); Bonnie Leung.

Our loved ones, at rest with God, whose anniversaries fall at this time:
James Biddell (husband of Patricia Biddell); Poi Suen Hui; Paul Truc Le (5th
anniversary), Margarita Tu anniversary and Jean Marie, Carmen Ventura;
Johnson Pereira; Mr Hilary & Mrs Isabel Coutinho; Slava Julia Suplina; Maria
Raffaele (mother of Grace Ann Raffaele); Joseph Syria Santio; Baby Faith
Aylward; Chun Ying Cheng; Janet Coombs.

For the family of the child who passed away at St Lucy’s; and for all the
school community as they try to  heal from this tragedy. 

For Bernard Le and Eugenie Tai.

For Cecilia who moves back home to be with her family, may she enjoy this
new part of her life.

For Esther and all the joy she brings to everyone’s life.

Our community would love to pray
for you. If you have an intention you

would like to be included in this
bulletin e-mail

chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au 

Our Lady of Dolours, Pray for Us

This week’s church flowers
are generously donated

by the Korean Bible
Reading and Discussion
Class to commemorate

and pray for all the 

Korean Martyrs

Rock of constancy,
pray for us.

Refuge of the abandoned,
pray for us.

Mother of consolation, 
pray for us.

The Pope's Prayer Intention for November 

For the Pope:

We pray for the Holy Father; as he fulfills his
mission, may he continue to accompany
the flock entrusted to him, with the help of

the Holy Spirit.

Cultural Community Mass:

Filipino: 12:00pm, 1st Sunday   |   Spanish: 12:00pm, 3rd Sunday   |   Indonesian:  7:00pm, 3rd Sunday

 The second (Commandment) is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.

Matthew 22:39

A Prayer in Times of Sorrow



holiness. That’s because he knew that many of them weren’t living up to the standard they expected from others.
We can be sure they had good intentions. They studied the Law because they wanted to follow God’s will, but their
behaviour contradicted it. They modified their religious clothing to make it stand out more, and they sought the
respect of the people, not for who they were but for their position in society.

We might wonder why the Pharisees were so concerned about other people’s opinions. It’s not that they were
insecure. It’s more likely that they were trying to protect their faith against corruption by their Roman occupiers.
They wanted to preserve Judaism at all costs. And so, they stressed ritual and tradition to the point that they lost
sight of what was supposed to be underneath it. 
In the process, they started looking down on those who weren’t “true believers” according to their standards.
Unfortunately, none of us is above this type of temptation. Though we may not carry enormous Bibles or wear huge
crosses to show off, we may still want to be recognized for who we are and what we can do. Or we may hide our
gifts, imagining we’re not worthy enough to share them—which can also be a subtle form of pride.
But our weakness in these areas shouldn’t discourage us. On the contrary, it should make us even more eager to
seek God’s mercy!

If we want to be humble, we don’t have to look any further than Jesus for our example. He never tried to get
attention. He never promoted himself, and yet he drew far more people than the Pharisees ever could. That’s
because he had what they needed—the Father’s love. 
We don’t have to impress anyone if we are following Jesus. We just have to stay close to him, and people will
recognize his presence within us. He will purify our hearts, so that we can empty ourselves, take up our crosses, and
serve him with joy!In their conceit, those Pharisees were acting as if the gifts and responsibilities God had given
them came from themselves and not from God. And what’s worse, they were using these heavenly gifts to gain the
admiration of their fellow Jews. 
This doesn’t mean that God wants us to hold a negative view of ourselves. 
Actually, He delights in our achievements and even wants us to delight and take pride in them — but not in a way
that steals from him. It’s good to be pleased with our work and to be proud of our abilities. 
But when we begin to act as if we’ve accomplished things on our own, without God’s grace, or to think that our gifts
make us better than other people, we need to remember Paul’s admonition: “What do you have that you did not
receive? And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?”
Each one of us has been gifted by God. We have God given abilities, but we have to be free in our love of God to
know that we can do them for Him not for ourselves. As I said at the beginning Jesus wants us to be free to serve
him more effectively.

During Mass, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to the Lord again. Let him teach us how to use these gifts in a way
that gives him glory and advances his kingdom. We can be proud of ourselves!  So let him teach us the way to
“godly pride.”

GOSPEL REFLECTION

Here are some unsettling questions: 
Am I happy to help others without being praised for my service? 
Am I content even when my good deeds go unnoticed? 
Do I live out my faith or simply give lip service to my beliefs?
These are not easy questions to ask, and the answers may be hard to uncover. Yet,
uncomfortable as such a question-and-answer session may be, it can reveal
attitudes and behavior that Jesus wants to heal in us so that our hearts can be free
to serve him more effectively. Jesus warned his disciples not to imitate those scribes
and Pharisees who didn’t put their own preaching and teaching into practice, yet
expected everyone else to do so. 
He also reproached those teachers who performed “all their deeds to be seen by
others,” taking pride in their positions and in public honours. 

Jesus didn’t mince any words in criticizing these Pharisees for their outward display of 

Deacon 
Kevin Hale 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we gather, the Cammeraygal
people, and pay respect to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

We extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as we continue the
journey of Reconciliation and pray for justice and peace.



Monday 
6 November

11:30am Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
11:45am Rosary (Cenacle, MMP) 
12:30pm Mass

Tuesday 
7 November

8:45am Morning Prayer
9:00am Mass
9:30am Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy
12:30pm Mass

Wednesday 
8 November

8:45am Morning Prayer
9:00 Mass
9:30am Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy
12:30pm Mass
6:00pm Mass

Thursday
9 November

Feast day of The
Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica

8:45am Morning Prayer
9:00am Mass
9:30am Eucharistic Exposition and
Adoration, Rosary, and Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
12:00pm Benediction
12:30pm Mass
7:00pm Holy Hour Eucharistic
Exposition and Adoration with
Reconciliation also available

Friday
10 November

Memorial of Saint Leo
the Great 

8:45am Morning Prayer
9:00am Mass
9:30am Rosary and Chaplet of Divine
Mercy
12:30pm Mass

Saturday
11 November

Memorial of 
Saint Martin of Tours 

8:45am Morning Prayer 
9:00am Mass
9:30am Eucharistic Exposition and
Adoration with Reconciliation, Rosary
10:00am Novena Our Lady of
Perpetual Help 
10:30am Benediction 
12:00pm Wedding
5:30pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday Mass
12 November

7:30am Mass
9:00am Family Mass 
10:30am Mass
12:00pm Baptism
4:00pm Baptism
5:30pm Mass

MASS & LITURGIES THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

REGISTRATION CLOSES THIS WEEKEND!

Please join us in the PEW for morning
tea this Sunday after 7.30am Mass.
Jan H

MORNING TEA AFTER 7:30AM MASS

PARISH IN COUNCIL
Coming together to shape our journey of

bringing the light of Christ to the city

HARRINGTON HALLSATURDAY

12:00PM - 5:00PM

18 NOVEMBER

Our journey together continues with our next
Parish-In-Council! Registration is essential and
all people who are linked, involved, and affiliated
with our parish in any way are welcome to join.

Remember our Kids-in-Council will also be
occuring, bring the whole family! We will
kick off with lunch together at 12:00pm

To register scan the QR code       
OR  go to
https://tinyurl.com/yc5wx8j
m     OR
fill out a form at the table at
the back of the church.

Remember to check out the Gift
Shop on the Forecourt this

Sunday! 

Come and see our unique and
interesting items - whether to
decorate your home or to gift

yourself and loved ones for
Christmas!

GIFT SHOP
THIS

SUNDAY
8AM - 2PM



Monday 
6 November

10:00am Atrium 3-6 year olds (Atrium)
4:00pm Atrium 3-6, 6-9 and 9-12 year olds (Atrium)
4:30pm Organ Practice Sunny (Church)
5:30pm Beta Program (Magnificat, St Paul)

Tuesday 
7 November

10:00am Bible Discussion Group (St Paul)
11:00am Parish Staff Team Meeting (Magnificat)
4:00pm Atrium 3-6 years old (Atrium)
4:00pm Atrium 6-9 and 9-12 year olds (Atrium)
4:30pm Organ Practice Sunny (Church)
6:30pm Facilitators and Scibes for PIC (Harrington Hall)
7:00pm Filipino Choir (Church)
7:00pm Indonesian Legion of Mary (St Peter)

*Please note the Liturgy committee meeting is cancelled

Wednesday 
8 November

9:30am Lifestyle English Conversation Programme
(Magnificat)
9:30am English Speaking Class with Reg (St Peter)
2:00pm Organ Lesson (Church)
4:00pm Wedding Rehearsal (Church)
6:30pm Indonesian Traditional Instrument Practice
(Church)
7:00pm  Exploring the Faith (St Peter)

Thursday
9 November

10:00am Atrium 3-6 years old (Atrium)
1:00pm Indonesian Team Meeting (St Paul)
1:30pm Meeting set up (Magnificat)
2:00pm Diocesan Private Meeting (Magnificat)
3:45pm Organ Scholar Lessons (Church)
5:30pm Choir Rehearsal (Church)
5:30pm Beta Program (Magnificat, St Paul)

Friday
10 November

10:00am Meditation and Sharing (St Peter)
4:00pm Organ Practice (Church)
7:00pm Online Zoom Meditation and Sharing
7:00pm Indonesian Choir Practice (St Paul)

Saturday
11 November

10:30am Legion of Mary (St Paul)
10:30am MCAG Meeting (St Peter)
2:00pm Organ Practice (Church)
3:30pm Living Out Our Faith with Bishop David
(Magnificat) 
5:00pm CIC Community Meeting (Magnificat)

Sunday
12 November

8:15am Children’s Choir Practice (St Paul)
9:00am Shop for a Cause, Give from the Heart
(Magnificat)
9:30am Parish Choir Practice (St Paul)
11:30am RCIA (St Peter)
2:30pm Organ Practice Ashley (Church)
3:45pm Mothers’ Group (Magnificat)
6:30pm Cornerstone and Keystone Youth Groups
(Magnificat, St Paul, St Peter)

GATHERINGS THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

STARTS NEXT SUNDAY!



OUR WEEK IN PICS

Last public rosary of the year! We offered this up for peace in the world and peace in our country. Thank you to all who
came along and to Elaine and Cecilia for organising! 

Left: Jo and Caroline’s selfie break whilst they pack the donations for Jesuit Refugee Service - looking good doing good
work! Right: Capstone Young Adults at their movie night watching The Shack.

Left: At the
CatholicCare Staff

Awards Dinner -
congrats to all who

won!

Right: Celebrating
Deacon Richard’s

birthday! Not pictured
is the dancing

competition we had to
celebrate.







HOLYWINS PARTY

The Youth Ministry team hosted a Holy Wins party for the children of the Parish last Sunday evening. All the children
dressed up as their favourite Saints for an exciting and fun-filled evening of games, quizzes and delightful food!
New friendships were also made amongst children and parents.
 
The Holy Wins party was a wonderful way to celebrate All Hallows’ Eve and an excellent reminder for all of the real
reason for this Christian celebration. Many thanks to Bettina, the Youth Ministry team and their Chaplain, Fr Marek!
Hope to see you all at next year’s party!!

Kate, Paul & Elizabeth B.

Thank you to all parishioners who donated so generously to our
annual food and toiletry drive for the Jesuit Refugee Service. Your high-
quality  donations half-filled a furniture delivery truck and the
collection we afterwards picked up from Mercy College topped it up to
the roof. It was amazing to see, when we arrived out at the JRS outlet in
Parramatta, that our donations just about doubled the stock of food
and toiletries that they had available to refugee families who come in
weekly for supplies to feed their families. 

There are many people who helped in addition to the wonderful
donors. Carolyn Ho, Trish Wilson and Virginia Purpura were our hard-
working packers. Fr David, Mary Anne Van Roie and Cheryl and Marty
Thomas moved goods across into storage in St Peter’s. Fr Marek, sent
by the angels, provided the muscle required to get the boxes and
bags from St Peter’s into the delivery truck. And Jo-Anne Moffat, part-
owner of SOS Removals, provided the truck and all the labour needed
to pack in the donations from Mercy College and unpack everything at
JRS, giving up her day and working like a Trojan, simply out of
friendship and a desire to be of use. 

At a time when the world and society seem to be in such trouble, it is
heartwarming to see what people of goodwill can achieve in the
community by pulling together. 

This week at Our Lady of Sorrows, we have done our bit to ‘feed the
hungry with good things’. Thank you!

Jo Karaolis

THANKYOU



SUPPORTING ANDY’S
IMMERSION TRIP TO

THE PHILIPPINES

I am Andy Cho, a member
of this parish since 2015. I
currently attend St
Aloysius' College Milsons
Point as the graduating
class of 2024. Early
December this year, I
have committed myself to
attend the school’s
Philippines’ Immersion as
a group of 18 or so boys.
As a Jesuit boys’ school,
one of our mottos is being
"a man for others" and
this is simply being
applied as we head to the
Philippines to help the
people who are not as
fortunate as we are in
Australia. Some major
events that will occur
during the 3 week trip
include a trip to a
medium security prison,
visiting the St Aloysius'
"Village" and even building
a house to replace the old
sheds that some people
are currently living in. I am
looking for some
sponsorship from our
parish to help defray the
cost of this experience. To
help fund this  trip you
can transfer to the parish
account below and use
the description “For Andy”.
Thank you for any help
you can give!

Parish Working Account:
BSB - 062-784   Account:
100001609  Description: For
Andy

SUPPORT WORKER WANTED
47yo female Parishioner is looking for a friendly support worker, to join her on fun

outings. 
Likes to attend sporting matches (go the Swans!), but can be shy on first meeting. She
is a caring, family oriented lady, who works full time, but would like to spend weekends

having fun.
 

If you are a female, over 45 who thinks they fit this description, please send your
application (cover letter and resume) to Laura from Disability Answers via email at

Laura.daley@disabilityanswers.com.au
Please note you will need your own ABN and insurance, but these can be easily

arranged. Payment will be via NDIS funds. 

mailto:Laura.daley@disabilityanswers.com.au


UPCOMING PARISH COMMUNITY EVENTS

NOVEMBER 11, 25   |   Living Our Faith Today  Magnificat Room

NOVEMBER 12TH   |   Shop for a Cause, Give from the Heart! 

NOVEMBER 15TH Footprints Mass   |   6:00pm

NOVEMBER 18TH   |   Parish in Council   12:00pm - 5:00pm   |  Harrington Hall

NOVEMBER 19TH I Year 6 End of Year Mass 9:00am

NOVEMBER 19TH | Bach Akademie 2:30pm in the Church

A series of talks with Bishop David Walker exploring what it means to live out our
faith in this day and age. 
3:30pm - 5:00pm at the Magnificat Room, 96 Archer St, Chatswood - entry from Kirk St
Bookings not needed. Just come along and enjoy the session!

Magnificat Room | 9:00am - 12:00pm
Join a morning of shopping, where a portion of the proceeds will go to charity. Shop
the Body Shop, seasonal clothing styles, handmade soy candles, jewellery, take away
Sri Lankan homemade good, and get a start on your Christmas shopping!
To RSVP or for more details please call:  Vinuka: 0415 450 139 or Bernadette: 0423 622
459

Join us for our first ever Footprints Mass to commemorate the little lives lost during
pregnancy. All are welcome to this event, and we extend a special invitation to all
those whose lives have been touched by the tragedy of miscarriage or still birth.

Our journey together continues with our next Parish-In-Council! Registration is
essential and all people who are linked, involved, and affiliated with our parish in any
way are welcome to join.

Remember our Kids-in-Council will also be occuring, bring the whole family!

To register go to https://tinyurl.com/yc5wx8jm OR call the parish office and we will
help you out.

During this Mass each Year 6 student will be presented with a small gift as part of our
end of year celebration to mark the end of their primary years.
If you plan on coming and if your child would like to be involved in the celebration 
by reading a prayer please RSVP Angela at angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au 
This will also help with catering for gifts. 
After Mass our youth group leaders will lead the Year 6 children with activities and
pizza until 11:30am, while we have morning tea in the primary school playground. 
All welcome!

Join Bach Akademie Australia orchestra and choir for their final spectacular concert
of the year. 
PROGRAM
J.S. Bach Chorale Prelude ‘In Dulci Jublio’ BWV 729a; J.S. Bach Cantata ‘Unser mund sei
voll Lachens’ BWV 110 - and more!
Book now: https://www.bachakademieaustralia.com.au/events
Ph: 1300 785 377

DECEMBER 8TH | ZOOM Rosary 8:00pm
Join us to Celebrate the Feast Day of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary by praying the rosary online together.
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88286954718
Meeting ID: 882 8695 4718  No password required

mailto:Angela.Hague@bbcatholic.org.au
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926791205
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926791205
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926791205
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3926791205


DECEMBER 9TH | Launch of Novena Masses 7:00pm

DECEMBER 12TH   |   Feast Day Mass of Our Lady of Guadalupe

That wonderful season of Christmas is just around the corner! We are excited to announce the LAUNCH of our Novena
Masses for Christmas.
Fellowship and a short program follow for 8-9 PM. This launch not only graces our parish but initiates the nine-day
series of Masses for Christmas across the entire Diocese of Broken Bay.

All are welcome to join us for Mass at 7:00pm where there will be a blessing for expectant mothers and music on the
forecourt after!

FEBRUARY 11TH 2024 | Chinese Lunar New Year 
The Chinese Catholic Association invites everyone to celebrate Lunar New Year 2024 by attending 10:30am Mass
together and then joining the celebrations on the forecourt which include: Lion dancers, raffle prizes, luck dips, food.

Caption this picture of Fr Joey and his furry friend and send your captions to chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au for
your chance to win a handmade St Benedict doorhanger. The winner will be judged on humour and good will. The
judge will be Fr Joey! The camel is unfortunately unavailable to adjudicate. 
The medal of St Benedict is symbolic of opening doors and opening difficult paths, whilst also calling on his
intercession to help protect against evil. 

Caption This!

When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then He said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” So from

that hour, this disciple took her into his home.

John 19:26-27

Statue Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Would you like to take home the statue of Mary in the month of October? This statue is available
to be picked up from the church to stay in your home for one day or two days. A booklet of

prayers will be provided to help you venerate our Blessed Mother during the visit of the statue to
your home.

If interested please sign up on the list at the statue’s table, or call Ditas on 0405 999 510



AROUND AND ABOUT

NOVEMBER 10 - 11
That They May Have Life - National Catholic Medical Association
Conference 

Ethical Medicine is at an important crossroad and Catholic practitioners are
confronted everyday with an increasingly secular workplace. This
conference aims to address a number of the current and emerging issues
confronting the Catholic practitioner. 
We're looking forward to seeing you at this important time.

Location: St Joseph’s Baulkham Hills
More info: https://tinyurl.com/2p9erhkx or email cmaqna1@gmail.com

NOVEMBER 17TH
Church Music Through the Year   |   7:00pm   |   St Mary’s Cathedral

Join the St Mary’s Singers at St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney as they present
Church Music Through the Year - featuring Mozart’s Coronation Mass. Tickets
are available at the door or at www.trybooking.com/1097546
Premium: $35 General: $25 Concession: $15.
Children under 16 years of age have free entry. 

NOVEMBER 18TH
I’ll Meet You There 7:00pm Uniting Church Turramurra
Listen to the wonderful talents of the Willoughby Symphony Choir! Tickets
available at willoughbychoir.com.au 

NOVEMBER 26TH
Killara Church 60th Anniversary!
Join the Lindfield-Killara Parish community as they celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of Killara Church. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Anthony
Randazzo at 10:15am at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Killara (no Mass
at Lindfield). Followed by festivities for the whole family!  For enquiries or to
sent photos in for the album please email parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au

DECEMBER 1st 
EastFest Presents Journey with Fr Rob Galea   |   7:00pm
Hosted at Our Lady of the Sacred Heard Church, Randwick. For more info
and to book your tickets go to trybooking.com/CLNRB
Earlybird discounts are available until October 31st!

JANUARY 21-26
Theology of the Body Immersion Course
The Archdiocese of Sydney is proud to announce that we will be hosting a
5-day immersion course with Dr. Christopher West on the Theology of the
Body with a special focus on St John-Paul’s classic work “Love &
Responsibility”.
 
Date: 21-26 January 2024   Location: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville
Cost: $1900 AUD. Partial subsidies available for approved students
Inclusion: Immersion Course with all materials, 5 nights’ accommodation
(single room) and all meals. Registrations close 15 December. 
  
Feel free to contact tobi@sydneycatholic.org if you have any queries
regarding the immersion course or to book.

mailto:cmaqna1@gmail.com?subject=Inquiry:%20ACMA%20National%20Conference%20%202023
mailto:tobi@sydneycatholic.org


INFO AT A GLANCE

Monday Mass 12:30pm.

Tuesday Mass 9:00am & 12:30pm. 

Wednesday Mass 9:00am, 12:30pm &

6:00pm. 

Thursday Mass 9:00am & 12:30pm.

Reconciliation: 7:00pm.

Friday Mass 9:00am & 12:30pm. 

Saturday Mass: 9:00am

Reconciliation: 9:30am.

Vigil Mass: 5:30pm

Sunday

7:30am

9:00am

10:30am

5:30pm 

Mass

Parish Support Team:

Parish Priest: Very Rev Dr David Ranson VG

david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au 

Personal blog: davidranson.com.au 

Twitter: @FrDavidRanson

 

Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Joey Frez

joey.frez@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9027

 

Assistant Priest: Rev Fr Marek Woldan

marek.woldan@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9028

Deacon: Rev Richard Houwing

Richard.Houwing@bbcatholic.org.au

 

Manager of Parish Operations: Olivia Lee

Olivia.Lee@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9000

Parish Services Officer: Chloe Aylward

chatswoodoffice@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9000

Catechist Coordinator: Karen Forbes

karen.forbes@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9029

Parish Director of Music: Titus Grenyer

titus.grenyer@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9034

 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Angela Hague

angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9033 

 

Children’s Ministry Assistant: Mona Saouma

mona.saouma@bbcatholic.org.au | (02) 9410 9024

 

Book-keeper: Amelia Lee

amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au | (02)9410 9032

Youth Minister: Bettina Ignacio

bettina.ignacio@bbcatholic.org.au | (02)9410 9000

Mass This Week:

facebook.com/OLDChatswood

bbcatholic.org.au/chatswood

Want to receive the bulletin via e-mail?
Contact Olivia at

Olivia.Lee@bbcatholic.org.au 

mailto:david.ranson@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:joey.frez@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:aldrin.valdehueza@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:chatswoodmusic@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:angela.hague@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au
mailto:amelia.lee@bbcatholic.org.au


Embrace the Spirit of
Christmas with
Novena Masses

Scan here to register and join
the celebrations!

Amidst the holiday rush, the Filipino Community
warmly invites you to celebrate a cherished
tradition – “Simbang Gabi” (Novena Masses for
Christmas) – that beckons us to embrace the
spirit of Christmas with open hearts and radiant
faith.

Originally known as Misa de Aguinaldo, this nine-
day Novena Masses for Christmas was introduced
to the Philippines by Spanish missionaries from
Mexico. The term, “Aguinaldo,” signifying ‘gift,’
beautifully captures the essence of Christmas.

For nine consecutive days leading to 25th
December, we gather to offer our “Aguinaldo” to
God, expressing gratitude for the precious gift of
Jesus, the Saviour of the world. It is a time for
reflection, unity and devotion as we prepare our
hearts to welcome the Christ Child, the divine gift.

For Filipino Catholics, this tradition of “Simbang
Gabi” is a heartfelt devotion to Mary, the Mother of
God. Over these nine days, we stand by Mary as
she eagerly awaits the birth of her Son, honouring
her with solemn votive Masses.

We celebrate with grandeur, singing the “Gloria”
and donning white vestments. Carols fill the air
and prayers lift our spirits, painting a tapestry of
unity and togetherness. We light candles and
lanterns and let the glow of faith guide us to Him
who is the Light of the world.

The timing of the tradition has been adjusted to fit
modern schedules, allowing for both dawn and
evening Masses. This flexibility ensures that we
can all participate, even amidst our busy lives.
Whether you choose the dawn or evening Masses,
“Simbang Gabi” promises spiritual nourishment
and an opportunity to rekindle the true meaning
of Christmas. 

Join us in this practice of the Novena Masses for
Christmas, remembering that the greatest gift of
all is the love and unity we share with one another.

We look forward to welcoming you at the launch
of our Novena Masses for Christmas scheduled for
7pm on Saturday, 9th December, at Our Lady of
Dolours Chatswood. For catering purposes, we
request that you kindly pre-register via Trybooking
using this link: https://tinyurl.com/yzb6acak or by
conveniently scanning the QR code.

Hope to see you there!


